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Pray for your leadership that we continue to seek God on this.
Pray for each other that God would reveal His will to each of us throughout this transition.
Support each other knowing that this transition might impact everyone in different ways.

What is driving this change?
Pastor Dan and Pastor Anne have served in ministry for over 38 years and believe that God is now calling them to
transition from fulltime pastors to continue to work alongside pastors and churches supporting them with racial
and cultural bridge building. 
 
At the same time, Pastor Daniel Winn and Pastor Rod Dooley who co-pastor New City Church (NCC) in Cedar
Rapids believe that God is calling them to expand their ministry by supporting other churches who may be in
transition.  Specifically, they feel called to co-pastor Cornerstone Family Church (CFC) based on the relationships
that have been developed with Pastor Dan and Pastor Anne as well as the visions and missions of CFC and NCC
being very similar.
 
Do our beliefs / doctrinal statements align?
Yes, the beliefs of the two ministries are aligned.   Given that Pastor Daniel spent many years pastoring youth at
CFC, the doctrines and beliefs have carried forward into the NCC organization.   Those beliefs and doctrines were
also very aligned to those that Pastor Rod had established at his former church, Oakhill Jackson Community
Church.  
 
When will this transition happen?
Given that God is in control of this transition, we want to make sure we follow His plan which may be earlier or
later than what we are planning but currently we think Pastor Dan and Pastor Anne will transition out of the
fulltime pastor role in 2021.   Over the next year, Pastor Daniel and Pastor Rod will begin to become more visible
and more present at CFC in preparation for the 2021 transition.   
 
How will co-pastoring work and pastoring two churches work?
Currently Pastor Daniel and Pastor Rod co-pastor NCC where they share the privilege of serving about 500 great
people in the Cedar Rapids metro area.   They share the preaching and are responsible for leading different areas
of the ministry based on their talents and passions.  The blessing of co-pastoring has been that no longer is one
person carrying the load of the ministry – it is spread between two people.  
 
We believe first and foremost that God arranged this co-pastoring relationship between Pastors Rod and
Daniel.    We also believe that God is calling us to expand this model to CFC.  The benefits have been not only to
share the load but also to demonstrate to the body how we must work together by submitting to one
another.   Another benefit is that by co-pastoring we demonstrate how people of different cultures can get along,
lead together, and create an atmosphere where all people can come together, worship, and serve almighty God
and our very diverse communities. 
 
The plan is that Pastor Rod and Karen will establish a residence in Des Moines to ensure that one of your pastors
is resident in your community while Pastor Daniel and Kelly will continue with their residence in Cedar
Rapids.  However, both will be co-pastoring CFC, just as both co-pastor NCC.They both will be visible in the
church and the community, developing relationships and helping minister to the needs of people in both.    They
will travel between the two locations on a regular basis to ensure this happens.  
 
What will be the relationship between the two churches (CFC and NCC)?
The two churches will remain as independent churches that will have their own elders and staffs.  Their missions
and visions are currently similar and will become more and more similar over time but must be flexible enough
to ensure that the unique issues of the communities are taken into account.    The finances of both churches will
remain separate. We should think of these two churches as sister churches.
 
What’s next?
The leadership of both churches will continue to meet and seek God for His guidance and direction.   We are also
engaging with our spiritual leaders to help assist us through the entire process.  We will provide updates as plans
become clearer.  
 
What’s your role in this?
We ask for your prayers and encouragement as we begin taking these new steps of faith.


